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The next two meetings of Branch 4317
will be on Wednesdays, January 2 and
February 6 attheDowningtown VFW at
4601 W. Lincoln Highway. There are
directions on page 3 of this newsletter.
The meetings will begin at 7:30 P.M.
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BRANCH 4317 FIEWSLETTER EDITORIAL POLICY - This newsletter is published by
Branch 4317 for the members of this branch. This newsletter is written by Letter Carriers and for
Letter Carriers. Sadly, over the years, some sensitive managers have gotten copies of our
newsletter and become upset over its contents. In order to protect those managers, we request that
all Branch members carefully safeguard their copies. If any manager should get a copy, we would
suggest that they not read it. In this way, they will have no cause to be offended by anything in it.
+*t!r****:t**********r.{<:f *'1.*+:F******++***i.+***************i.*****{.t*****{.*+*******t*****+
REMINDER TO TRANSITIONAL EMPLOYEES - This is a reminder that reimbursement
checks to T.E.s are now done exclusively at Union meetings. You don't have to attend the next
meeting after'ydur dnnual break, but you do have to attend a meeting to collect your check.
***t *****+**************+**!r**:&d.******+*t****i(**+***********+*****************t******
PENALTY OVEITTIME.EXCLUSION: The December penalty overtime exclusion period
begins on Saturday Decimber 1 and ends on December 28. benalty overtime will resume on
Saturday December 29.
***d.****rl**:F+:l**:F*:F.trl.**.:1.*:F:1.'!rFtrrki.:!.ri.rN;i** *****31.+*++:!*rj!*rF*:$ *rF:F:$:F+++**:!:F*:F+******+*r! 4rrF** *+

Branch 4317's website is up and running. The website will allow us to communicate to the
members quickly' We have included links to oui national site, the USPS lite blue site, and other helpful
sites' We will try to update the site at least every couple of days, and more often when important
messages need to be sent to our members, whether nationally or iocally. But it is still important that
everyone became an e-Activist, so that you receive important notices from our national office. you can
access the e-Activist sigiup right fronr ow i,vebsiic, icok for the iisr of iincs uncjerneath the weather
update, clicking on any of those lincs takes you right to the respective website. you can also click onthe..Gimme5forCoLCPE,,imagetobelinkedtotirepageof1hemainNALCwhereyoucansignup
to contribute to our political action commitee.

We also want-to encourage everyone to send digital pictures that we can post on the site: food
drive' the MDA bowl-a-thon, retirement dinners, Christmas parties, any activities involving our union
brothers and sisters. There are probably some members in the branch who are more tech sawy than the
rest of us, so we are also open to any suggestions or other links. We have video links on the site as well
so if you see an interesting postal connected story on TV make note of the show, or what local news it
was, and let us knor'v and r,ve might be abie to get the video and be able to share it with all of our
members' The same goes for interesting articles in print or online. Just e-mail Tom Wallace through the
website. You can click on his narne on the officers page to e-mail him.

Note: The branch wants to thank Eric Jacks-on of Branch 725, Slpennsylvania Merged for his
help setting up our website.
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MESSAGE FROM TTIE PRESIDENT

_ i \now everyone is busy with the extra parcels. Be safe, take your time to deliver the
parcels safefv and accurately. These parcels co,rld b".orne your livelihood and important to save
the Postal Service. They also take time to load, line-up, scan and deliver. I cannoi stress enough
how irnportant it is to fill out l57l's and3996's. Pleaie, if you do not take out your entire dai{
mail, fill out a 1571 and keep a copy for yourself, Next, if you are not going to be back on time
(lithin your eight hours) fill out a3996 and again keep a copy for yourself. We need to capture
this time to show what your real route is li,ke.

Those ofices with Amazonparcels, keep up the great work. Our scan percentage has been
good. If these offices succeed, then we may be getting the majority of their parcels for all bffices.

Attached to this newsletter are our new by-laws, whiJh were read af the last meeting.
There are some very important changes, please read them. At the January meeting, they will be
voted on. There has to b-e a two thirds majority to pass these new by-laws. lf yoriiave uny
questions, contact your shop sieward.

Please drive safely. Use your seat belts and turn offyour truck when you are out of if, I
will see you at the next Union meeting on January 2,2013. May you have a safe and Me.ry,
fhri{mas and a Happy New.Year. Until then in soldiarity, YourPresident - Bill Saar.
* * *** * ******+***** * *** +*****x**** *********+*** + ****** * * ** **** * ** ** ** t***** ** +x* *** * *,r<

RETIREMENTS: We will be holding retirement celebrations at the next two Union meetings.

+lllt" fluury | meeting we will be celebrating the retirement of Paoli Lener Canier Ed LerJy.
At the February 6 mepting we will be celebrating the retirement of Paoli Letter Carrier Rob
Montgomery.
** +*** *** *** + {<**+** *:F;r+***:r**** * ** * ****t** ** ** * ****** * t * * 1.**+ * * * * *****t* +* *t *. ***:F** * *
MEETING OF EXECUTM COUNCIL: The next meeting of the Executive Council of
Branch 4317 willbe held on Monday, February 4,2013. The Council consists of the followingofficers: President - Bill saar Executive v.p. - Rick Benner

Vice President -Joe Recchilongo Trustees - Joe Hanlon
Treasurer - Sam Miller
Secretary - Pete Luzi

Donna Moore
Keesha Brown*{<*+*{'+{'**{'*********{.i.t{.*t**{.*****{.*:F'F'F******+*tr t **rk*d(*****t{.*+******t**********t<+t**

Postage rates
to clirnb in Jan.

^ ""TASIiINGTON - It,ii cost
_lnogrer penny to mail a Iettei
next year.

, 
The cash-sbapped U.S. post_

ar.,Jeruice said Thursday that it
:rru.rarje-postage rates on Jan.z/,.lncluclmg a l_cent increase
m ure cost of first_class mail to

fl:i{iTtfi;",H,ilT,ltffi;
:y:-"If-rl, . mail- lefters any_-'ut:rg in *re woua rorli.r6.,

yy tay the post office can:rot
rarse pnces more than the rate
or mflafion, or 2.6 percent. The
agenc,ll-whlch expects to lcse a
T,":i1$i5 bilion this yea4 has
asKeo uongress for new au&ori_
y-:".i1",1:t"np prices S cenrs,

;fi: F.;.,*"$:tu1T"fi'H,"#:
crease rates on priori8 mail

OUT THERE

I,M AFRAID WERE GOING
TO HAVE A WIOE CHRIgTMAS

shipping by 4 peic;;t _ Ap
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two parties 
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cine for eneryone, but t"he solu- eiectedofficials and ieadingbud-

come together und repiuce adr;- tion is clear: Dernocrats must ac- get experts,_ along with tens cf
calledfis-calcUff147itfr'utftounfrtn l ceptchangestomakeourentitle- thousaads of concerned citizens.
and graclual pfan to puilfr"-au5l ment programs sustainable and {"e.hav9 come together from all
onamoresustainablepath. $epublicans must accept tax re- dttl'erent backgrounds around a

If we do nothine a combination forms resulting in higher reve- common goal to urge Congress
of blunt ";J;;;di;;;;: 

nue. Both sideiare unier intense aad the president to enact a com-
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/ The telephone rings and its boss number tiree.\
/ Msien lntenUy, rubbing sand'from rny face, \

4{ "-[he bar codes are gon€/ frorn here to Lance F!ace'. \
/ ii's iwo in the moraring, now go back to sleep, \

i "Ther€ stiii might be one, ilaybe out on Birch Street,. \
/F I was drearninE of se.yen sfaelves.. a 2O-rninurte !uo,lch, +
: Eui he's got a part of clothingu up in a bunch. :

T'was the nighi before Chrisimas
and all through the town,

A creafune was sfirrli:g, taklnE MSP's down.
Asleep in my bed,.I left cn Lhe TV,

So we re-sfuck those stlckers om eve!.y front door,

You're driving m€ crazy with these sil,rpid scctre-<, n
Feople don't want anything stuck on their doons. t/

'We rnust re-attach thern before Samta coulld see', -eE!

"On l'fs coa! !n or:r stoc!<im gtar a low MSp". ' \
So I run to the wlndow, throiru open the sash, \

He's right, !'Hs Eone, nobhing stuck to the glass. \
"Now we got troulble, conre in before six., \

"Theh out to the rouie, Lhis prohflem to fix,'. \
We must go and see !f ifs true they are gone/ \ \
"Take out a handfill and put thenl back onnn. \$

Come Eddy, comle Brian, corne Cari, conne Sarau
For now he's foa-gotten any CFS eror,

Out os? the route there anose such despaEr,
T'he sUckers we!.,e ml'ssa'o-aE, they just wene not there.

I h.rnned over the table, looked under the swing,
Flipped over tl'le lawn chair, found not one thing"

Fiade sure we checked twicen looked hard for that sticker,
It was gone in a flash, it wes gone in a fljcker.

"You gotta'replace thern, replace them afi quicK',
trt's up to the canriers to act like Saint Iriick

sceraned thern orece, scanned srem twice, then sclnned thenn onc€ r,!i!@r€! rR
Was it Grindr, was it ScrooEe, we have no !dea, { }

/ Br.lt they're ,p to something ne*'walt't!! next yJen" \ \J
Fhone exrery houn amci scaa-o every e5cor,
Satefllte tracklng and be back by four.

Tattoos on mos€s, rnicrochips in youn chin,
ean't leave your cas€s/ chains on your shin.

The next day at wor!< the boss,s were backslappine',
The clerks looked around to see what had happened.

They earned theinentjre bonus, every ned cen[. \- ---_Y \ \Tiie'04's and'05's were one hundred percent" \_ \;"p#;';;, \\
were dov'rn f,our routes torr:orrow and foncis.ro ofi af tire {dst. -\$

W tKrorulsii'oE
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2072 - Highlights and Lowlights
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Dw.17,2011
Ian. 4,2012
Feb. I
Feb. 18

April25

April30
May 12

July 14

Iuly22 -26
August 13

October 29
November 6

November 7

December

Retired Letter Carrier Girury Harper passes aw.ay.
Paoli Carrier Lenny Beard retirement parfy.
Malvern Carrier Glen Moyer retirement party.
Branch 4317 - 60th anniversary.
S 1 789 passes the Senate - 2 1st Century Postal Act
The act supports 5 day delivery.
Paoli Letter Carrier Barry Lohr retires.
Successful NALC. Food Drive
Downingtown Letter Carrier John McCann passes away.
National Convention in Minneapolis.
First Clerks transferred to Carrier craft.
Hurricane Sandy hits.
National Election.
Retirement parly for Malvern Can'ier Allen Thomas.
Annqal retiree parly.
Retirement of Malvern Carrier Jim Alfieri

Online
orders cye&te
more mail

Count on the U.S.
Postal Service to deliver
the record amount of
purchases 130 million
Americans are expected
to make on Cyber Mon_
day.2072, the biggest
orume spending day ever.

According to the Na_
tion_al Retail Federation,
or NRfl 51.8 percent of
people will take advzm_
tage of Web-based sales.

"The holiday season
is our Super Bowl. with
365 million packages
expected to be delivered
by the Postal SeMce this
year," said Gary Reblin,
vrce president of domes_
tic products.

The NRFpredicts
holiday sales to grow
12 percent this year to
nearly $10t, bifiion. That
means each person will
do more than a third of
their shopping online.
The numbersiontinue
to show suppoit for the
growing popularittr' or.
online shopping,',zhich
grew from $72 biliion ic
2002to more than.g2E0
hillion in ?O11

Only i8$ U$P$ managers

take early refirement
Only 186 U.S. Postal Ser-

vice supervisors and ad-
ministrators signed up for

. the agency's early retire-
ment offer.

Nearly 3,600 Executive
and Administrative Sched-
irle employees were eligi-
ble for the package, which
allows employees to retire
early if they are at least.50
years old with a minimum
of20 years'service, or any
age with at least 25 years'
service. Unlike recent ear-
ly retirement offers to
postrnasters, mail handlers
and clerks, however, this
one was not coupled with
a buyout.

"If there was an incen-
tive, you could have gotten
a lot more," Louis Atkins,
president of the National
Association of Postal Su-
pervisors, said in an inter-
rdevr.

Ttrose who have accept-
ed the offer must leave by
year's end.

[!$ffi prolects record
h.!!d:ru n rka{q rlelivedesl;lJtrusiy ircru{ru*v -u'o' "'

The U.S' Postal Service ex-

oects arecord 20 Percent in-

i:rease in its Package busi-

ness this holiday season,

PosEnaster General Pat Don-

ahoe annormced last week
The mail carrier will de-

liver a Projected 365 mil-

lion packages, uP from
about 300 million' between

Thhnksslving and New

Yeais Evc, Donahoe said

at a holidaY kickoff event'

and enterPrise software

f,as met at<eY government

security standard'
This is the first time

BlackBerry Products have

been certifi ed Pre-launch
for meeting the govern-

ment's data encrYPtion re-

ouirement. The certifi ca-

tion is issued bY the Na-

tional Institute of Stan-

dards and TecturologY'
The new BlackBerry

products are expected to

iaunch earlY next Year'^--t 
UST *U."t',ti"ates hard-

ware, software and firmrroare

usedto encryPt data onmo-

bile devices usedin govem-

ment. The Defense DePart-

ment s hoiding ofr cn u:c+'
, - -- ^c*-,^ArrnfcsiglSpfea0 ltse ur Yrvuur! "-' 

1

o" Annle smailPnones z(tu

iablets es ihey l$dergo
NlST's ce-itifl cadon Process'



1.

2.
J.

4.

5.

6.
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Meeting Minutes - November 7,2812
The regular meeting of Branch 4317 was called to order by President Bill Saar at 7:30 P.M. at the

VFW in Downingtown.
The reading of the rninutes fi'oin the Ociober meeiing was waived.

TOPICS DISCUSSED:
Stewards on Duty Sam Miller l2/lg/12, HermarlWorthingtonw 2120112.

Newsletter Articles due next rneeting.
\Ifa rrrplaama oll ratirccc fn fhc metino.v !rrv rr.vY.firD.

Reminder - All TE s rnust attend meting to pick up reirnbursement check.

Election Results - All but one NALC endorsed candidate won in Fennsylvania. Ffesident

Obama, Senator Casey and 10 or 1l Congressional elections.

Department of Labor review done on October 11,2012.
By laws need to be updated and signed, Need to make an inventory olist of
everything in the offrce, Inventory of assets, Retain voided checls, No checks

written to cash, N{eeting minutes need more inforrnation.

Open Season for health benefits - Nov. 12 thru Dec. 10.

1. NALC rates - Active $52.95 Selt $103.26 Family.
2. Retired $160.66 Self, $326.04 - Family.
Bowl-a-thon for MDA Sunday January 13,2A13, i :iVI to 3 Ph'I - $20'
Malveqn - lVorkirrg a lot of overtirnq no help, steward resigned.

Paoli I Workurg Drop days, OiC Vicky R.ussell was in Faoli for i day, decided not to
come back.
Exton - No disoiplline, parcels and new scannetrs, working sonne drop days.

Downingtown - 3 disciplines, working o.t. Arnazon parcel test site.

Guests - Business Agent Bill Lucini, R.egional Assistant Dave Nappadano. Dlscussed the

Electiog COLCPE, E-Activist.
E-Activist - stay informed and get the latest alerts form the NAtr C. Go to nalc.org to sign

up.
Customer connect - sell our services.

Attendace award - $200 Dan Srnith and Everett Griest were not in attendance. Dick
Kilgore won.
Treasurers Report: Oct. Receipts $4567.62

Oct. Expenditures $4479.72
Nov. l checking $1438.24
Nov I Fed. cred. un. $$8159.1 I

Motion to adjourn John Dougherty

Second by Torn Wallace.
Ad.iourned at 8:15 p.m..
retiree celebration held.

Submiued by Fete Luzi.

7.

8.

9.
10.

11.

t2.
13.

t4.

15.

t6.

17.

18.

19.
20.

., -,,-;-"--".-r': .'.- E'=.r'l:r "ai.C

Ttesdav tilat lt w-lr oe orici'ing

r';;;fr;l"res uP to rv-'ro Years'

;;;;;l; = 
:hc :crnPnnY st*ting

i"r, :,t"tt FeclEx has satd Prevr-

o'"-"iu'tt"t i,he bi;you"'s s::cr'ld re-

il.3 'r==* 
"erc- 

ic'-rnt by severai

thcusardPeopie."



trtt*tttr*ttr.***tr********trtrlr***tr*******;J*;******r(****rt*trtr*****r(***********rr:t**rt**

Meeting Minutes - December 5,2012
The regular meeting of Branch 4317 was called to order by President Bill Saar at7:35 p.M. at the
VFW in Downingtown.
The reading of the minutes from the November meeting was waiveii.

TOPICS DISCUSSED:
1. Stewards on duty - sam Miller 1z/l9l12, Herman worthington 2/20112
2. Newsletter articles due by Sunday Dec. 9.
3. Food drive is on May 11 - yellow rotation day.
4' Reminder - All TE's must attend a Union meeting to pick up reimbursement check.5. By-laws read at meeting - lst reading of proposed minutes.
6. Penalty overtime exclusion period l2/l - nnt.
7. Election of members to attend Rap Session 2/24 - 2/26

P. Luzi, H. Worthington, J. Hanlon, A. Hayes, J. Recchilongo
B. Election of members to attend state convention in pittsbutgbna - glzg.

J. Hanlon, H. worthington, B. saaq T. wallacg R. Benner, p. Luzi, s.Miller, J.
Recchilongo.

9' Open season for helath benefits and Flex spending accounts is ll/12 - l2ll0.
a. NALC Rates - Active $52.95-self, $103.i6-Family
b. Retired$160.66-sel{$326.04-Family.

10. Arbitra{o-n 
" 

Ther6 should be an award decision some time in January.
11. Bowl-Lthon-MDA Sunday, January 13 from IPM-3PM $20 at the Downingtown Bowling

Palace.
12. Retiree COLA l-.7% oft next year.
13. Malvern - Letter of Warnings for failure to follow instructions, Working a lot of overtime,

no help.
14. Paoli - Working Drop days, New OIC-Tim Johnson, Ed Leroy's retirement parfy at

January meeting, Rob Montgomery's retirement pary atFebruary meeting. 
-Added 

scan
points to routes- we have addedl} members to E-Activist list.

15. Exton - Postmaster Joe Williams leaving. Vicky Russell taking over. No discipline.16. Downingtown - Amazon Parcels did not go out on time one day because Amazon truck
went to wrong office. The truck arrived in Downingtown when the Carriers had already hit
to the street. Working OT,2 Clerks went back to there craft. Two open routes not posted
(7,19). Route 4 posted.
Postal Record 125 years old. The oldest labor union journal in the United States.
COLCPE and E-activist is very important.
E-Activist. Stay informed and get the very latest alerts from the NALC. Go to NALC.ord
and sign up.
Customer Connect - sell our service.
Postal Employees Relief Fund (PERF)
P.O. Box 7630
Woodbridgg Ya.22195
Management early outs - 3600 were eligible - only 186 accepted.
Attendance Drawing - $25 - Dan Smith. Dan was not at the meeting. The award will be
$50 next rnonth.

17.

18.

t9.

20.
2t.

22
23.

Continued next page
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Continued from next page

Treasurer's Report:
Nov. receipts
Nov. expenditures

$3 193 .05

$2418.41

Joe Recchilongo
Neil Manning

Respectfirlly submitted by Pete Luzi.

Dec. I checking acct balance $2212.88
Dec. I FederalCredit Un. bal. $8157.05
Motion to adjourn
Second
Adjourned 8:30

d(***'F*:F**********{< {. *** * {< {.****{<* * * **{< x****{<** **{.++**+*** ***:F+**:tci<*****t<**+****i.tc*****;r

ASSOCIATED.PRESS

WASI{INGTON - imbold-
ened by rapid growth in e-com-
merce shipping the cash-
strapped Postal Service is mov-
ing aggressively this holiday sea-
son to start a premium service for
the Internet shopper seeking the
instant gratification of a store pur-
chase: .same-day package deliv-
ery.

Teaming up with major retail-
ers, the post office will begin the
expedited service in San Fran-
cisco on Dec.lZ at a price similar
to its competitors'. If things run
smoothly, the programwili quick-
ly erpand next year to other big
cities such as Boston, Chicago
and New York. It foliows similar* eftbrts by eBay, Amazon.com
and, most recently, Wal-Mart
Stores Inc., which charges a $10
flat rate fcr sarne-day Cei:'rery.

The delivery program, called
Metro Post, seeks to build on the
Posbal Service's double-digit
grovrlh in 1:ackage .rolume to help
offset steady deciines in first-
class and standard mail. Operat-
ino :q e !;mite<l e'rnenment for
the nexL year, it is projected to
gene:ate }:ef;ree:: $10 mill:cn aad
$50 million in new revenue from
cLeliveries h SanFrancisco alone,
ac e ar ciir'g'r,o post al rc gvTat ory fi't
r----r ^-. "r +n Q5fin riilinn if o.'-L-E;-, vf sP !w +uvv r-rL4:v-., r --!-

pandedio 10 cities.

The filings do not reveal the
maii agency's anticipated expens-
es to implement same-day ser-
vice, which can work profitably
only if retailers have enough mer-
chandise in stores andwarehous-
es to be quieldy Calivered to near-
byresidences in a dense urban ar-
ea. The projected $500 million in
potential revenue, even if fullyre-
alized, would represent just afuac-
tion of the record $15.9 billion an-
nual loss that the Postal Service
reported last week.

But while start-ups in the late
1990s, such as Kozmo.com, nota-
bly failed after promising instant
delivery the Postal Service's vast
network serving everyU.S. home
could put it in a good position to
be viable over the long term. The
retail market has been rapidly
shifting to Internet shopping, es-
pecially among younger adults,
and more people are moving from
suburb to city, where driving to a
stoi"e canbe less convenient.

Postal officials cast the new of-
fering as "exeiting" and potential-
iy "revoluiionary." Aaalysts are
ap[ [o agree at teast in part, rt
kinks can be worked out.

"There is defmitely consurner
dernand for same-day clelivery ai
the rig:l price," said. Matt Nerneq
a senior analysi ai l,Velis Fargo Se-
cui'ities, in San Fi"ancisco. "The
cultwe in reiail iradiiionally has
't-^^- +^ -^r - n.--a---.^.. i-+^ +i^^!Js:: w9 ts3u a LqJtWlrlgr lrflu U1ls

store, vdth t.ne i::.reiiacy of en-

joying a purchase being the main
dra-"y. So, same-da;r delivery
could be huge for online retailers.
The question is whether the eco-
nomicscanwork."

He and others said that consum-
ers are a fickle lot when it comes
to shipping seeking fast delivery
but alsobeing sensitive to its pric-
ing. Many will order online and
pick up merchandise at a store if
it avoids shipping charges, or will
agree to pay a yearly fee of$79 for
a service such as Amazon Prime
to get free and unlimited two-day
delivery. Others even purchase a
higher-priced item if it comes
with free shipping.

Under the plan, the Postal Ser-
vice is working out agreements
with as many as 10 national retail
chains for same-daydelivery. The
mail agency says that nondisclo-
sure agreements don't allow it to
reveal the companies. But given
the somewhat limited pool of
large-scale retailers - they must
have a physical presence in 10 or
more big U.S. cities to be a postal
partner - the list is expected to
include department stores, sell-
ers of general merchandise, cloth-
iers, evenperhaps a major e-com-
merce company or i;wo.

Consumers will have until 2 or 3
p.m. toplace an online orderwith
a participating retailer, clicking
the box that says "same-day deliv-
ery" and making the payment.
Postal workers then pick up the
rnerchandise from nearby retail
siores or warehouses for deli-very
to homes between 4 and 8 p.m.
that day.

Tiis hciiclay season, the Fostal
Scnrino omortq s 2(\ nerr.e'nf_' - " i' -' -'-_-'
jump in its package volume, lLigir-

USPS tries ffitne-day
delivery for holidays

^,^11^^- :+^ ^L:--:--,-:..^l-Cl Lrrall10f, Sj!PP!15 I1v4s.


